[Acute fatty degeneration of the liver in pregnancy].
Acute fatty liver of pregnancy is considered an uncommon disorder that may complicate the third trimester of pregnancy, with high fetal and maternal mortality rates. However, in recent years it has become clear that the course of the disorder can be less fulminant than previously believed. The diagnosis is also made more frequently. The case histories of three patients are described followed by a review of the clinical and diagnostic features. It is concluded that with all women showing symptoms of malaise, nausea, vomiting and upper abdominal pain in the third trimester of pregnancy liver enzymes should be measured. If evidence of liver dysfunction is found, acute fatty liver of pregnancy should be considered in the differential diagnosis. Only early recognition and prompt treatment will improve both fetal and maternal survival.